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Notable Fence Regulation Changes Effective 1/1/2016 
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Below is a summary of changes to fence/wall section of 
the Zoning Ordinance (§151.006) that became effective 
on January 1, 2016. 
 
Residential Front Yard Fences: In FAR, R-L, and R-L1 
Zoning Districts (typically a large-lot rural setting), fences 
in front yards can now be taller than 4 feet but no taller 
than 6 feet and these fence permits can be reviewed 
administratively by staff if they fully comply with the 
Design Guidelines. With those exceptions, residential 
front yard fences outside of the Historic District shall be 
reviewed by the Design Review Commission (DRC) prior 
to the issuance of a fence permit. In the Historic District, 
the Historic District Commission (HDC) reviews 
residential front yard fences. 
 
Measurement of Fence and Wall Height for Lots with 
Steep Grade Changes: As before, fence height is 
measured to include the body of the fence, plus allowing 
a maximum of six inches (on average between posts) 
above the finished grade (i.e. for drainage purposes). 
Masonry columns and fence posts are permitted to 
extend a maximum of 12 inches above the body of the 
fence.  
 
Effective in 2016, to allow for minor variation in 
topography (less than one foot of grade change over 
twelve feet), the height of a fence or wall may vary up to 
six inches. In cases where the slope is greater than one 
foot of grade change over twelve feet between the ends 
of a particular section of a fence or wall, the height of 
that section of the fence or wall may vary up to eighteen 
inches provided any fence or wall steps are proportional. 
The average finished grade for such sloping lots shall be 
construed as the average grade measured at a point 
three feet on each side of the fence. In the case of a 
fence on a retaining wall, adjacent grade shall be the 
grade of the top of the wall. 
 
Fence Materials: Effective in 2016, the following 
changes have been made related to what materials are 
allowed: 
 Wooden fence boards used for any nonresidential 

property (retail, office, church, school, etc) are only 
allowed if they are naturally rot resistant wood 
(redwood, cypress and cedar). Posts and stringers 
can still be pressure treated lumber. 

 Fence boards used within a perimeter fence 
required in Planned Developments, Common Open 
Space, Reversed Frontage Fence, or a fence 

abutting an arterial street or collector street 
(Collierville Major Road Plan), in subdivisions 
developed after January 1, 2016, must be naturally 
rot resistant wood (redwood, cypress and cedar). 
Posts and stringers can still be pressure treated 
lumber. Because this change applies only to new 
lots, fences for homes or common areas developed 
prior to 2016 can still replace their existing fences 
with pressure treated lumber.  

 Formed concrete walls/ panels are now expressly 
permitted provided they are within side or rear yards, 
certain front yard encroachments allowed for corner 
lots, Common Open Space, or along the rear 
property line of Reverse and Double-Frontage Lots. 
Although these have been permitted for years by the 
DRC, the Zoning Ordinance was silent on this 
material. 

 Plastic and Composite Materials (100% recycled 
plastic, recycled plastic and waste wood 
fiber/sawdust) are now expressly permitted. 

 
Opaque Fences in Front Yards Generally Prohibited: 
The body of a fence located between a street and a 
principal structure shall have a maximum opacity of 
75%. Exceptions to this include required pool barriers, 
required screening fences/walls, and fences/walls used 
in perimeter Common Open Spaces or Reversed 
Frontage Fences. 
 
Drainage Flow: As before, all fences/walls must be 
installed to provide sufficient clearance from the bottom 
of the fence to the ground so drainage will flow freely 
and not negatively impact any adjacent property owner. 
The ordinance has been clarified to say that “sufficient 
clearance” shall be defined by the Town Engineer. 
Fences located in or along drainage easements must 
still have a minimum ground clearance of two inches.  
 
Fences Must Be Maintained: Language was added to 
say that fences shall be maintained and kept in good 
repair by the property owner and/or homeowner 
association. Examples of a lack of proper maintenance 
include, but are not be limited to, rotten or deteriorated 
structural members, missing or broken components, 
excessive sagging of structural members or warping or 
distortion of planks and fence or wall materials. Lack of 
proper maintenance and upkeep of a fence or wall shall 
constitute a violation of the Zoning Ordinance and 
enforceable in Municipal Court. 
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