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WHAT IS



• GREEN means different things to different people…
• It means non-petroleum energy sources….
• It means alternate vehicle fuels…..
• It means elimination of air and water pollution
• It means restoration of the environment…
• It means sustainability…. (which is a whole new topic)….
• It means electric vehicles…
• It means recycling of solid wastes..…
• It means recycling of wastewater…..
• It means energy efficient buildings…..
• It means elimination of sprawl….
• It means environmental justice…… (whatever that is)….
• It means “complete streets”….
• It means “Green Roads”…..
• It means “Green Roofs”…
• It means “low Impact Development” (LID)….
• It means high-speed rail development….
• It means learning a whole new jargon…. (what is a “carbon footprint”?)
• It means government intervention….. (can we say tax credits?)
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• Snail darter





Carbon footprint?

http://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
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•
Cost of Green Power Makes Projects Tougher Sell
New York Times (11/08/10) 

Michael Polsky's company Invenergy was doing well in 2008, 
and banks provided millions for him to provide clean energy. 
But now Polsky is having difficulty keeping contracts. The 
company had plans to sell power to a utility in Virginia, but 
state regulators rejected the agreement because of the 
recession and low natural gas prices. Even though many 
people want the projects to go through, a growing 
number are being canceled due to the fact that the 
government does not want consumer bills to go up. By 
the end of the third quarter, year-to-date installations of new 
wind power fell 72 percent from 2009, according to the 
American Wind Energy Association. 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/08/science/earth/08fossil.html?ref=beyond_fossil_fuels



• “One of the problems in the United States is that 
we haven’t been willing to confront the tough 
questions,” said Paul Gipe, who sits on the 
steering committee of the Alliance for Renewable 
Energy, a group advocating energy policy reform. 

• “We have to ask ourselves, ‘Do we really want 
renewables?’ ” he said. “And if the answer to that 
is yes, then we’re going to have to pay for them.” 
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• Finley Stadium Pervious Pavement
Chattanooga



• Finley Stadium Stormwater Storage
Buildings - Chattanooga



• Finley Stadium Solar Collectors
Chattanooga



• Finley Stadium Solar Collectors
Chattanooga

Generates enough             
power for 9 homes

One of 16 TVA solar 
installations

November 14, 2010
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theatre





1. Is the United States capable of 
environmentally beneficial long-term 
infrastructure services?

2. Can a nation with so many and 
sometimes overlapping levels of 
government manage a finite resource 
without conflict?

3. Is the average person interested in 
learning why a two-year-old road is 
scheduled for repair before his 
pothole-pitted street?

4. Does he care what happens to his 
garbage?

5. How long will it be before your 
community must weigh the 
environmental degradation caused by 
road salt against the loss of human 
life?



6. Can a capitalistic society force 
manufacturers to sacrifice profit 
margin by requiring them to help 
dispose of their product?

7. If not, are consumers willing to take 
up the slack?

8. Does the resident complaining about 
his “rain tax” understand why his 
community formed a stormwater 
utility?

9. Does he know that we’ve demanded 
that our elected representatives 
enact laws to make rivers and streams 
safe to swim and fish in?

10. Our tap water non-toxic?



11. Can farmers make a living without 
constantly resupplying depleted soil 
with nitrogen and phosphorus?

12. Did you know that half of San Diego 
residents say they’d drink treated 
wastewater if it meets safety 
standards?

13. Does the average sewer and water 
customer know that a lot of treated 
effluent is cleaner than the body of 
water to which it’s discharged?

14. How many residents would pay a little 
extra every month so their local 
drinking or wastewater treatment 
plant can install more energy-efficient 
equipment?

15. How many of your employees wouldn’t 
feel threatened by a major upgrade?



15. Is everyone on your team willing to 
explore alternatives outside his or her 
comfort zone? Are You?

16. Do your elected officials solicit your 
advice? Do they hear you?

17. Can the social animal homo sapiens 
resist the urge to jump on the 
bandwagon when everybody else is?

18. How do you slow things down so 
stakeholders can consider the long-
term ramifications of the latest fad?

19. Is raising the issue worth the 
possibility of losing your job?

20.How does one discuss the concept of 
“sustainability” with a class of 
professionals whose entire career is 
devoted to making the most of limited 
resources without insulting them?



Wisdom from a donut box

“Wherever you may wander, Brother;
Whatever be your role;
Keep your eye upon the donut;
And not upon the Hole!”



FINIS

For copy of this presentation, go to the Town 

of Collierville web page at 
www.Collierville.com


